
T he board of directors of North
Plains Electric Cooperative, Inc. has

authorized the sponsorship of a speech
contest among students attending
schools in the cooperative’s service
area.Winners of the Government-in-
Action Youth Tour contest, one boy and
one girl, will be awarded an exciting
nine-day, all-expense-paid trip to
Washington, D.C., June 16-24, 2005.

This contest is open to any boy or
girl, age 15-19, who attends school
(public, private or homeschool) in the
North Plains Electric Cooperative ser-
vice area. (Contestants must have com-
pleted their sophomore year in high

school to participate in the tour in
June.) Schools considered to be in
NPEC’s service area include Booker,
Canadian, Darrouzett, Follett, Gruver,
Higgins, Perryton and Spearman. Each
public school will have a preliminary
contest and will send two contestants
(one boy and one girl) to the final
contest. All students from the entire
service area who attend non-public
schools (private or homeschool) will
compete in one preliminary contest
against each other and will be repre-
sented by two contestants (one boy
and one girl) in the final contest.

Each contestant will be required to
give a five- to eight-minute speech on
the subject, “Rural Electric Coopera-
tives—Quality Power Beyond the 
City Limits.”

After each presentation, a panel of
judges will ask the contestant three
questions about North Plains Electric
or rural electric cooperatives in gen-
eral. Reference and study material will
be furnished to each contestant.

The final contest will be held on
Thursday, March 3, 2005, in the
“Willie Room” of North Plains Electric
in Perryton.

The winners of North Plains Elec-
tric’s speech contest will travel to Irv-
ing,Texas, on June 16.There, they will
join other young people from Texas
who have won similar contests for the
trip to Washington, D.C.While in
Washington, they will meet other
youth from all over the United States
and visit many scenic and historic
places, including the White House,
U.S. Capitol, Smithsonian Institution,
Library of Congress, Arlington
National Cemetery and Mount Vernon,
just to mention a few.Tour participants
will also meet with and view their
congressmen and senators in action.

Students interested in more infor-
mation about the contest or the Youth
Tour should call Paula Lehew or Bill
Carson at North Plains Electric Cooper-
ative, Inc., 1-800-272-5482 or (806)
435-5482.
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OUR OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED

MONDAY, JANUARY 3,
IN OBSERVANCE OF THE HOLIDAY.
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D o increasing college tuition costs
worry you? Have you considered

going to college but felt you couldn’t
afford it? Do you have a son or daugh-
ter who is in college and could use
financial assistance? Are your college
savings running out?

If you answered “yes” to any of
these questions, North Plains Electric
can help.We are pleased to continue
our scholarship program to benefit
rural communities in the North Plains
Electric Cooperative service area.

In 2005, North Plains EC will
award nine $750 scholarships.These
scholarships will be available for atten-
dance to state and private universities,
junior colleges or vocational schools.
The scholarships will be administered
by the Opportunity Plan, Inc.

Seven member scholarships will be
available to active members, children
of active members, employees or
board members of North Plains Elec-
tric Cooperative, Inc.These may be tra-
ditional high school graduates, current
college students of any classification,
or persons wishing to continue their
education. North Plains will give one
scholarship to a person residing in
each of the seven school districts

within the NPEC service area. If no
qualified applicants in a district exist,
the Opportunity Plan will select the
additional recipient(s).

Two at-large scholarships will be
available to graduating seniors from
one of the high schools within the
NPEC service area.These include Hig-
gins, Follett, Booker, Perryton, Cana-
dian, Spearman or Gruver high
schools. Homeschooled students will
also be eligible.

The scholarships supplement two
other opportunities.The Golden

Spread Electric Cooperative Directors
Memorial Scholarship is a $1,200
award available to an entering fresh-
man student who is a member, spouse
or child of an NPEC member.The
Texas Rural Electric Women’s Associa-
tion (TREWA) offers a $1,000 scholar-
ship, available to children of TREWA
members (membership is open to
anyone for $6.)

If you would like additional infor-
mation, applications or have any ques-
tions, please contact Bill Carson at
435-5482 or 1-800-272-5482.
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‘Meter Number, Please’
Willie has a new helper. “Wanda,” the Interactive Voice Response system, is now in
operation to help NPEC gather outage information and help you avoid busy signals. If
the dispatcher is busy, Wanda will answer. To report your outage quickly, give her:

• Your eight-digit meter number by saying it or entering it using the keypad of
your phone.

or
• Your 10-digit phone number (including area code) by saying it or entering it

using the keypad of your phone.

Wanda will notify the dispatcher of your trouble immediately.

Your eight-digit meter number is printed at the center of your bill.
If you have any questions, please give us a call at (806) 435-
5482 or 1-800-272-5482.
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